A View From the Summit by Irwin, Paul G.

Amidst representatives of indigenous peoples, Sen. Albert Gore speaks in 
Rio. The HSUS sponsored the IPMC on behalf of CRLE, EarthKind, and HSI. 
Paul G. Irwin (seated left) and Jan A. Hartke meet 
Martin (standing), director of ICCRE, in a relaxed atmo!!l.· 
phere. CRLE helped to draft the ICCRE's Earth Charter. 
CRLE's Ashley Henry joins Richard Clugston in the HSUS booth, 
shared with EarthKind, HSI, CRLE, and WSPA, in Flamengo Park. 
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Despite the disregard for animals 
demonstrated at UNCED, the meeting rep-
resented a giant step forward in creating a 
global framework to protect animals and 
the Earth. "Sustainable development" is 
this new framework of international rela-
tions. The 500 pages of Agenda 21lay out 
major issues that will complete the frame-
work; the document addresses climate 
change and the atmosphere, high-seas 
fisheries, biotechnology safety, technology 
transfer, institutional arrangements, pover-
ty and consumption, and financial re-
sources. 
Even though the habits and economics 
of cruelty and exploitation run deep and 
are slow to change, the stage is set for 
making respect for each creature and the 
integrity of nature a cornerstone of inter-
national relations. Many politicians are re-
luctant to acknowledge that nonhuman an-
imals are more than resources, things 
whose only value lies in the use humans 
can make of them. But scientific discover-
ies-and a growing moral sensitivity-have 
given us a clearer picture of animals' 
range of feeling and the complexity of 
their relationships and communication. In-
creasingly, professional, scientific, and re-
ligious organizations recognize the new re-
ality. Government policies must as well. 
We all must ensure that humaneness, as 
well as ecological soundness, social jus-
tice, and economic viability, are compo-
nents of any definition of sustainability. 
The Global Humane Family at Rio 0 ur global humane family of or-ganizations, Humane Society In-
ternational (HSI), the Center for 
Respect of Life and Environment (CRLE), 
EarthKind, the National Association for 
Humane and Environmental Education, 
and The HSUS-working in close cooper-
ation with the World Society for the Pro-
tection of Animals (WSPA) and others-
were actively involved in the two-year 
preparation for UNCED, and in Rio itself. 
Here are some highlights of our work. 
Patricia Forkan, HSUS executive vice 
president, and Leesteffy Jenkins, HSUS 
consultant, participated in preparatory 
meetings held in New York City from 
March 2 to April 3, 1992. Known as Prep-
com IV, this series of meetings was the last 
official working session in which dele-
gates from participating countries negoti-
ated the final texts of Agenda 21 and the 
Earth Charter, to be signed in Rio. 
HSUS/HSI participated in these negotia-
tions by lobbying delegates to include in 
Agenda 21 language protecting marine 
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mmmnals, especially cetaceans. The result 
was language that expressly permits ap-
propriate international organizations and 
countries to prohibit the exploitation of 
cetaceans. The text explicitly recognizes 
the International Whaling Cmmnission as 
the appropriate international organization 
to regulate whaling, which will help 
squelch claims by whaling nations, such as 
Iceland and Norway, that they can form 
their own whaling organization to regulate 
commercial whaling. 
The preservation of biological diversity 
requires the preservation of cultural diver-
sity. Many indigenous peoples have lived 
for thousands of years in ways that en-
hance the numbers and relationships of 
plant and animal species in their areas. We 
can learn from their agriculture, medicine, 
and Earth-based spirituality. 
At UNCED The HSUS sponsored the 
Indigenous Peoples Media Center (IPMC) 
on behalf of CRLE, EarthKind, and HSI. 
The media center, operating out of the In-
ternational Press Center, held six press 
conferences and issued many press releas-
es articulating indigenous perspectives on 
issues of environment and development. 
The IPMC and CRLE helped facilitate a 
meeting between leaders of indigenous 
peoples and representatives of Global Leg-
islators for a Balanced Environment, in-
cluding U.S. senator Albert Gore. 
As the nongovernmental, parallel con-
ference of UNCED, the '92 Global Forum 
served as an opportunity for participation 
to various groups outside the formal meet-
ing. More than 22,000 individuals, repre-
senting 9,000 nongovernmental organiza-
tions (NGOs) from around the world, reg-
istered at the Global Forum. Included were 
religious organizations, cultural associa-
tions, women's alliances, animal-protec-
tion organizations, and groups represent-
ing environmental activists, indigenous 
peoples, and international educators. More 
than 650 booths were set up at Flamengo 
Park, interspersed with tents where 
speeches and workshops were held. 
The HSUS's booth, shared with Earth-
Kind, HSI, CRLE, and WSPA, served as a 
source of information on animal-protec-
tion issues. Our family of organizations 
teamed up with representatives of SOZED, 
a Brazilian animal-protection organization, 
who answered questions and provided dis-
play materials in Portuguese, Brazil's na-
tional language. (Most of the people 
milling around the booths were Brazilian; 
groups of schoolchildren, especially, were 
concerned about the prevalence of animal 
cruelty in Brazil.) 
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CRLE staff participated in the parlia-
mentary Earth Summit, held in Rio June 
5-7 as a continuation of meetings begun in 
previous years in Oxford (England) and 
Moscow. This conference of members of 
the world's parliaments included spiritual 
leaders, scientists, journalists, artists, and 
business leaders. His Holiness The Dalai 
Lama, Senator Gore, Archbishop Helder 
Camara of Brazil, and Kenyan Greenbelt 
leader Wangari Maathai were among the 
participants. The conference endorsed the 
Earth Charter of the International Coordi-
nating Committee on Religion and the 
Earth (ICCRE), which CRLE helped to 
draft.* 
The Beach Boys teamed up with Earth-
Kind and the Love Foundation for Ameri-
can Music, Entertainment, and Art to 
launch an international initiative to aid 
global NGOs. This initiative would pro-
vide video cameras to NGOs with a story 
to tell and who need a way to tell it. The 
Beach Boys have agreed to give a concert 
to raise $100,000 to kick off the effort to 
put 1,000 broadcast-quality video cameras 
in the hands ofNGOs around the world. 
"The United Nations Environment Pro-
gramme fully supports this project, which 
will raise the environmental literacy level 
in the world. We are honored to be the of-
ficial advisor to the project," said Noel 
Brown, Ph.D., director of the United Na-
tions Environment Programme. 
The Road from Rio: A Tnne for Action The next few years will see the ex-tinction of hundreds of thousands 
of species and the deterioration of 
habitat on much of the planet. We must in-
tensify our efforts to stop the assault on 
life and to make compassion for all crea-
tures the centerpiece of international agree-
ments. The Earth Summit in Rio set the 
stage for a series of actions we each can 
take over the next few years to create a hu-
mane, sustainable global society. 
The HSUS will vigorously seek to en-
sure that humane concerns are part of 
treaties dealing with agriculture, forestry, 
oceans, and other developmental policies. 
Each of the organizations in our global 
humane family will be pursuing this agen-
da. 
We will keep our members informed of 
our efforts to make sure "the road from 
Rio" does not turn into a dead end. • 
*The HSUS works closely with ICCRE, the North 
American Coalition on Religion and Ecology, the 
North American Conference on Christianity and 
Ecology, and other religion and ecology groups to 
promote concern for animals and the Earth. 
M ankind is a partof natlire • •. 
Everylifeform is unique, warrant-
ing respect regardless of its worth to man. 
Lasting benefits from nature depend upon 
the maintenance of essential ecological 
processes and life support systems, and 
upon the diversity of life forms which are 
jeopardized through excessive exploitation 
and habitat destruction.-United Nations 
World Charter for Nature, 1982 
E veiJ' life form warrants respect inde-
pendently of its worth to people. Hu-
man development should not threaten the 
integrity of nature or the survival of other 
species. People should treat all creatures 
decently, and protect them from cruelty, 
avoidable suffering, and umzecessmy 
killing. Everyone should take responsibili-
ty for his or Iter impacts on nature. People 
should conserve ecological processes and 
the diversity of nature, and use any re-
source frugally and efficiently, ensuring 
that their uses of renewable resources are 
sustainable.-Caringfor the Earth: A 
Strategy for Sustainable Living, published 
by The World Conservation Union, United 
Nations Environment Programme, and 
World Wildlife Fund, 1991 
The Earth is m1 intertlependent com-
lllllnity of life. All parts of this system 
are interconnected and essential to the 
functioning of the whole. Life is sacred. 
Each of the diverse forms of life has its 
own intrinsic value. Human beings have a 
special capacity to ajj'ect the ecological 
balance. /11 awareness of the conse-
quences of each action, we have a special 
responsibility to preserve life in its integri-
ty and diversity and to avoid destruction 
and waste for trivial or merely utilitarian 
reasons. To do this we must promote food 
consumption that is lower on the food 
chain (less energy consuming), as well as 
food that is organically, humanely, and lo-
cally produced and we must protect and, 
where necessary, restore biological diver-
sity.-"An Earth Charter: A Religious Per-
spective," International Coordinating Com-
mittee on Religion and the Emih, 1992 
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